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SIR, 
Ou have ſhew'd me lo ma 


Favors, that I am neither able 
fo requite , nor to number them. 

Tet I have a further reque#, being 

[ in a nature } compelfd to publiſh 
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SER MON 


Preached to the 


Loving Society, «. 


Ifaiah, 57, 21. 


T here is no Peace ſaith my God, to 
the Wicked. 


'O ill ſounding an accent, is the 
IJ Alarum of War ; that it makes 
- thoſe that hear it to tremble : ſo 
ſiveet is the: meſſage of Peace, that 
it-4s <as. a Cordial to the, Heart. 
Tho proclaimer'of' War is terrible, 
ey bow beautiful! upon the' Moinjomas 52 


A. 2 tains 


Iaiah. 49. 1. 


6.) 
tains are the Wo of thoſe that brin 
T 3dings of Peace ? they have bork 
the 7-4 Maſter, the ſame Prophet 
proclaims. - theſe diffexent tepours , 
fron 'the ſamg Authority. Phis 


Herald was ſent to Feru/alem: to 
tell her that' her Warfair was ended : 


Then hg an Que 

of Peace ye. i, INTL ox 
and both ſcaled with ok Kings Sig- 
net. Comfort ye my People /aith 
your God, there is. no Peace ſaith my 


God to the: Wicked, 


Wherein obſerve 1% the Thing pro- 
chimed,24": the Perſogproclaiming 

and-2d%. the Parties:againſk whom. 
The lamation-is War, egative- 
ly ſet down, there kno. Peace, which 
i5 candies thanca politive Af 
ſertion.; :The'\Herald-or Party Px 
A 15.09 lels then a Prophet 


but 


.(5) 


but not from himſelf,'but from the 


_ Kings, which has an indil- 


s Power to 2 'Comml- 
bemg Gd; to who! he 
h his Relition mw”. God, 
The Parties "againſt ' whom, vip. * 
UUicked, Tho' God ia God of 
Peace, yet he hath Enemies againſt 
whom he doth wage War from ge- 
neration to generation. There is no 
Peace to the Wicked. 


Firſt of the Proclamation, T here 
& no Peace. 1 thall not lead you in- 
to 2" common ' phce ;. to: ſhew the 
fweet Fruits of Peace, and:the bitter 
Efte&s and lamentable: Calamities 
of War; I may fayob-it with wiſe 


King Solomon',. He that encreaſeth *<« 2 


Knowledge, encreaſeth' Sorrow. 
L ſhall 


5 


I ſhall conjoyn the War and the E- 
nemy, the UUicked and no Peace, 
Oh heavy Doom! ted by the 
generality of the Perſons and the 
univerſality of time and place : no 
wicked Man at any time, in any 

lace can beexempted. The propo- 
Ftion will bear this, being an univer- 


ſal Negative. 


A wicked Man hath neither 
Peace of Grace here, nor Peace of 
Glory hereafter , but as he paſſeth 
from {in to fin , from one wicked- 
neſs to 'another ; ſo he paſſeth from 
one puniſhment to another , from 
one' War to/another, from one Hell 
to another, from Flaſhes-into Flames 
from the inward Torment of the 
Fiend of Conſcience, to the eternal 
Torments of the Devil and his 
Angels. Thus 


(9) 


Thus you ſee there is no Peace to 
the Wicked , at any time, nor in a- 
ny place , nor | indeed] with any 
Perſon. 1ſt. not with God 2ly. not 
with Man,and gdly. not with them- 
ſelves. Upon theſe three I ſhall 
ground my preſent Diſcourſe. 

Firſt, the Wicked have no Peace 
with God. The Scripture tells 


us plainly they Enemies t9 God," 


Sons of Wrath, ſet on fire of Hell. Ali- 


rael, and Strangers from the Covenant 
of Grace. Being ſuch they are with- 
out Chriſt, and conſequently with- 
out peace, for he s our Peace. He 


Eph. 2. 3- 
St. ſam. 3. © 


ens from the Common-Wealth of If> +, x :: 


14 


is our Peace-maker. When we were F-rom. 5. 10 


nemies, we weie reconciled to God by 


the Death of his Son. In him God ks tu 3 2: 


well pleaſed, and for him he is well 
pleaſed with us. Without Chriſt we 
B are 


[ 10] 


are Enemies ; through him we are 
Friends of, andUnited to God. 


The Apoſtle affirms, that ſome 
Men have not Faith. 2. Theſa. 
3. I. 2. Pray for as, &c. That we 
may be delivered from unreaſonable 
and Wicked Men : for all Men have 
not Faith. Heb. 11. 6. Without Faith 
it 1s impoſſible to pleaſe God. And 
this great King will not be at Peace 
with thoſe that diſpleafe him. With- 
out Faith no juſtification , and we 
mult be juſtihed before we can- have 
peace with God. So long then as 
men continue in their unbelief, they 


can have no Peace. 


Rebellion is as the Sin of Witch- 
craft and Wrtcheraft is a kind of de- 
throning God Almighty, and | as 
far.as the Creature is able] a ſet- 


ting 


II 
ting the Devil in his place. This 
hainous Sin we are guilty of, if we 
rebel, and we dorebel if we difo- 
bey Gods Commandments : and 
this is one of his Statutes ; Touch not rain 5 15. 
mine anointed. This is one Com- 
mandment,Let every Soul be fſubs,,..... 
ett unto the higher Powers. This is 

one Precept, Pray for Kings and for «Tis. + 
all that are in Authority. Fhis 15 one 
Commandment, Submit your ſelves , 
to every Ordinance of Man, for the*"* 
Lords ſake, whether it be unto the 

King as Supream, or unto Governours + 

as unto them that are ſent by him. He 

then that draws his Sword, or lifts 

up his Hand againſt his lawful So- 
veraign, the Lords anointed, is not 

only an Enemy, a Traytor, a Rebel 

to the King, but alſo to the King of 
Kings, he pR__ open War a- 
oainſt him, he thall have no Peace. 


B 2 And 


"I2:) 


And hedoth not only proclaim, 
but hath joyned Battle, and fought 
with the Wicked from Heaven, on 
Earth, and ſummon'd Powers from: 
under the Earth. 


Firſt from Heaven. There is men- 
tion made of three Heavens, and 
from all he has oppoſed the Wick- 
ed. From the higheſt Heaven by his 
Angels; AnAngel was ſent to deſtroy 
- the Afſyrians ; an Angel was ſent to 
a2. 122 be the Death of Herod. By his Saints 

for tho' they know not the delires of 
Men in particular, yet they pray in 
general,that God may be avenged of 
{uch as mole&ſt his Church. Rev. 6. 
Lo. Crying with a loud Voice, ſaying 
how long O Lord, Holy and True, doft 
thou not judge, and avenge our Blood 
on them that dwell on the Earth, 


He 


(13) 


He has fought with them from 
the ſecond Story, I he Stars in their jv... 
Courſes fought againſt Sifera. The 

Sun ſtood Til and haſted not to go 

down about a whole day, and the Moon 

Hayed until the People had avenged 
themſelves upon their Enemtes. For _ 
the Lord hearken'd unto the Voice 
of a Man; and fought for Iſrael. 


From the loweit Heaven. He 
bringetb the Winds aud Storms out 
of bis Treaſure, and perſecuteth the 
Wicked with his Tempeſt. Hailſtones 
from Heaven were ſhowred down, to 
flay the wicked Amorites. Palm, 
11. 6. upon the Ungodly he ſhall rai 
ſnares, fire and Brimſtone, Storm and 
Tempeſt”: this ſhall be their Portion to 
drink. 


Secondly, 


Rom. 13- 1. 


(14) 


Secondly, He hath tought with 


them on earth. The carth-opened and 
fwallowed the Rebellions Chorrtes. 


The Sea drowned the Ag yptians. 
Thirdly, He hath brought For- 


ces from beneath to War againſt 


them. An evil Spirit from the Lord 
vered Saul. And we read in the Goſ- 
pel, of foul Spirits that haunted ma- 
ny, made fome deaf, ſome dumb, 


_ drove ſome into the Water, ſome 


into the Fire. All which as aQqi- 
ons proceed from God ; for there is 
no Power but of God.The Devil can- 
not ſtir but when and ſo far as God 
pleaſeth, 


God Almighties hand is not (hor- 
ten'd ; what he hath done, we may 
certainly expect he will do. He 


wall 


(15) 
will vex, overthrow the wicked, they 
thall have ns Peace. 


Secondly, The Wicked have 
no Peace with Men. Solomon tells 
us, there is a time for War,and a time 
of Peace: But the tume of Peace, the 
Wicked cannot be ſaid to enjoy ; for 
when they ling Peace, Peace, then 
Deſtruction is hard at hand, Like 
Oxen they are pampered and fed, 
but it is but for the Sl: r ; But 
generally, I he Wicked are hike the 
troubled Sea , when it cannot reft ; 
whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt. 
They are turbulent in their own 
Nature, and inſtead of Peace on 
Earth, they ſend a Sword, and are 
Seminaries of Diſcord. 


But there is little need to trouble 
my ſelt, or you, to prove that the 
Wicked have no outward Peace with 


Men; 


verle. 29. 


(16) 
Men ; ſince both Nature, and the 
Holy 55: (my gIVES Us SO convin- 
cing a reaſon, which is this : Righte- 
ouſneſs is the elder Siſter to Peace. 


Ariſtotle i his Athicks tells us,that 
Agreement in Evil, is not Amity, 
but Conſpiracy. I he I abernacles of 
the Edomites and Iſhmalites, the Mo- 
abites and Hagarens may caſt their 
Heads together with one conſent, 
and be confederate. Herod and Pilate 
may agree againſt Chriſt. All the 
Diſſenters | tho' they differ among 
themſelves] agree in their Oppoliti- 
on to the Church : but this agree- 
ment dos not not; proceed from a 
Principle of Love, 'tis only the pro- 
dud of a joynt hatred in them to- 
wards others, and doth not de- 
ſerve the, Name of Peace, 'tis meer 
Confederacy. 
| The 


(17) 

The Royal Prophet, who ſpake 
part of the lively Oracles of God, 
clears this Point. P/alm. 85. 10. 
Righteouſneſs and Peace have hiſſed 
each other : For that Man can never 
be a true Friend to any, that is not 
a Friend to Truth it ſelf; he can 
never be Faithful to any that con- 
hde in him, that is perfidious to his 
God. What Peace [ſaid Jehu to 


Jehoram] /o long as the Whor edoms » King 9-22 


of thy Mother Jezebeland ber Witch- 
þ are ſo many ? And how can 
we expett Peace on Earth, and good 
Will among Men: ſo long as Whore- 
dom , Drunkennels, raſh, and falſe 
Swearing, Lying, Deceit, Rebellion, 
& Treaſon are ſo frequent among us? 
Peace is as inconhiſtent with Wicked- 
nels, as Light with Darkneſs. St. 
James, . I. asketh the queſtion 


From whence come Wars, and fight- 
ings 


(18) 
ings among you ? come they not hence, 
even of your luſts? This is the rea- 
ſon ; becauſe Men keep not the uni- 
ty of the Faith, they have broken the 
Bond of Peace. Weput up our Pe- 
titions for Peace, and may the Prince 
of Peace accept our Devotion. But 
we cannot pray for it, but with St. 
Pauls limitation ; if it be poſſible, 
and 'tis impoſſible to be at Peace 
with Sciſmaticks and Phanaticks, 
fince they are profeſſed Enemies 
both to Truth and Peace : When 
we ſpeak of Peace | faith King David] 
they make ready for Battle. 

But | my Friends] I can ſhew you 
the good and right way, to make 
even. your Enemies to be at Peace 
with you ; Vip. When a Mans Ways 

leaſe God : this great King will be 
is Advocate to thoſe that plead with 
him, and fight again# thoſe that fight 


againſt him. Now 


Now I come to the 3d. Poſition ; 
vip. that the Wicked have neither 
Peace one with another, nor 1n their 
own Conſctences. 


Firſt they have very ſeldom A- 
reement among themſelves. [I will 
Praith God) ſet Agyptians againſt 
Egyptians, and they ſhall fight every 
one againſt bis Brother, and every one 
ageinf bis Neighbour, Kingdom @- 
gain{t Kingdom, and City again#t Ci- 
ty, Ephraim againſt Manafleh, and 
Manaſſeh againſt Ephraim , the 
Sadduces again the Phariſees, and 
the Phariſees againſt the Sadduces, 
and a Mans Foes may be thoſe of his 
own Houſehold. 


Do ſo, Oh Lord, to our Enemies, 
divide them, let every Mans Sword 
be againſt his Fellow, but let us ever 
eſcape them. 

of Secondly, 


Secondly, they have no Peace in 
th:ir own Conſcience g. Ihave ſhew- 
ed-you already, that they have no 
Peace with God ; and Peace of Con- 
ſcience ariſeth from Peace with 
him. The Conſcience is never at 
Peace until {in be pardoned, and be- 
ing without Chriſt, their ſin remain- 
eth : and their Conſcience will one 
day bea thouſand Witneſſes to ac- 


cuſe them. 


This Evil Conſcience may be 
con{idered two ways, either too 
quiet , or too unquiet ; both di- 
realy oppolite to a peaceable Con- 


[cience. 


Firſt, Conſcience may be too quiet; 
Fhis [ you'll ſay] s a Paradox. A 
Conſcience quiet and not peaceable'! 
This overquiet Conſcience is, when a 
man 


Man /eared as wit a bot Iron 1s palt - 1944-2 


feeling, vip. when the cuſtom, and 
habit of Sin hath taken 'away the 
ſence of it. When a Man is given up 
to a reprobate mind to nic all un- 
cleaneſs with greedineſs, when neither 
threatnings can terrihe, judgments 
move, nor promiſes allure him ; then 
Conſcience is too quiet. That Ar- 
my nulſt needs be furprized, where 
there is no Watches, no Alarums to 
give Warning. When the Pulſe beats 
not; the Party is near his Death. He 
that is ignorant of his Sicknels, will 
never apply himſelt to a Phyſitian. 
He's moſt deſperately lick, who feels 
not his Diſtemper. So if Conſcience 
do not do its Office to accuſe and 
excuſe, 'tis dangerouſly ill. There'is 
the greateſt danger in- ſuch a calm, 
or rather inſen{ibility of Conſcience; 
nay,ſuch a Numneſs, or Lethargy is 
the 


Dev. 23. 28. 


TIIC VICE 


: I 2uUn1 mmne \f &e LOre 
threatned the J/raelites, that he 
would /mite them with Blindneſs,and 
Aſtoniſhment of Heart : meaning, that 
he would inflict upon them ſuch 
an inſenſ(ible dulneſs, that in doing 
Evil, they ſhould be without appre- 
henſ1on of the Evil ; and ſuch a hea- 
vy Judgment fell upon them ; for 
when they were preſſed by Pilate 
to releaſe Chrilt, they in their impla- 
cable Fury neither knowing what 
they did, nor ſaid, horribly curs'd 
themſelves, crying out, his Blood be 
on us and on our Children. And God 
Almighty is jult and true in his dea- 
ling with them ; for ever ſince to 
this day they have been Vagabonds, 
and have no City to dwell in , 
and are hatred of God, and Man. 


Thus 


(23) 

Thus you ſee what a fore Judg- 
ment ſtupidity of Conſcience 1s. 
Such are naked, and not aſhamed : 
they drink deadly Poifon, and can- 
not perceive it : their Wounds are fo 
deep, that they had rather they 
ſhould feſter,than be ſearched. They 
will-not War againſt fin, but are at 
peace with Hell. 


Conſcience is privy to all our 
good and evil aftions ; and doth ei-- 
ther vindicate, or condemn us. It is 
a praQical Syllogiſm in our under- 
ſtanding ;the Major whereof is Gods 
Law, the Minor is our application 
of that Law to our ſelves, approving 
in our Adtions what is good, and 
diſliking what is evil. As Gods Se- 
cretary, it Records all our Aions, 
and Thoughts , and. Words in a 
Book of remembrance ; and if it be 
not 


_ 2» _— - 


(24) 
not called to give Teſtimony here, 
it will be called at the general Au- 
dit to make anſwer for whatſoever 


.IS_ has been done in the body, whether 


it be good, or bad. 


Men are now ſo carried away with 
the Delights of this Life, that they 
have no leaſure to take notice of the 
checks of Conſcience : but in the 
day of Judgment they {hall be 
brought to light, and every Mans 
Conſcience will acknowledge the 
Juſtice of the Sentence of the Right- 
eous Judge. Conſcience is now a 
ſecret Witneſs, only known to the 
Perſon whoſe it is ; but then all ſhall 
be made manifeſt, and apparent to 
all. 


But this Conſcience will appear a 
oreater Enemy, if we confider the 
next degree, which is a foo. diſquiet 
Con- 


(25) 
Conſcience. This is fain'd by the Poet 
to be one of the three Furies of Hel. 
For tho' a Man uſe all means imagj- 
nable; Wine, Mulick, Society to qui- 
et it , whenit is once w7<—0 
of that feeling, and deludi 
Dream, Me az a Hell —_ 
Earth. This moved Solomon to 


ask the Queſtion. A Wounded Spin th 


rit who can bear ? Then no Wiſ- 
dom can counſel him, no Eloquence 
perſwade him ; then no Phylick 
can cure, nor Riches ranſom him 
from this tormenting Fiend. And 
it is ſuch a Tormentor, as the 
Wretch always carries about him ; 
he continually feels thoſe mward 
Flaſhes, and Flames : he can find no 
comfort abroad, nor pleaſe himſelf 
at home ; but in all places, and at 
all times helliſh Haggs, and internal 
Furies afright him. A Man may 

D fly 


(26) 
fly from, and eſcape an outward E- 
nemie, but he cannot fly from him- 
felf. The Murderer of Symmacas, 
[being at Supper thought he ſaw his 
Vifage inthe head of a Fiſh, ſerved 
to the Table. And it is 
of Richard the third,that [as a Judg- 


wixe zl ment for his bloody Att upon his- 


and &i 
tbe.7ower. 


v.17» in two Nephews] he dreamed the De- 
"vil did haul and pull. him: in moſt 
hideous and ugly ſhapes. Cain and 


udas were dogg'd at'their heels by 
eir tormenting Conſciences : the 
death of the former is not ſo noto- 
rious ; but you know how the other 
was brought to his diſmal end; His 
Conſcience was a Bayliff to arreſt, a 


Juſtice to commit him, a Jaylor to 


imprifon, and a Witneſs to accuſe 
him, a Jury to find:him guilty, and 


aJudge to:condenn- him, a Sheriff 
to: convey him to the Place of Exe-- 


cution 


(27) 


cution,and a Hangman to end one 
Miſery, and begin a greater. 


'Tis true a Lender Conſcience, is 2 


bleſſing, it worbeth Repentance never +. cx. 7.14 


to be repented of ; it prevents fin, and 
makes aMan circumſpe& mhis Ways. 
It was happy for King David, that 
his Conſcience check'd him for his 
ns ultery, and Murther, and mum- 
ring thePeople; this wroughtin him 

d Ce eee poe- 
nitential and hearty Prayers. It was 
happy for the Apoſie Peter, that his 
Conſcience check'd him for deny- 
ing his good .Lord and Maſter ; he 
wept bitterly , diſcovered his own 
weakneſs, and became a ſtronger 
Pillar in the Church of God. But 
there may be a tender Conſcience 
in Maſquerade, I do not need to 
take up much time to diſtinguiſh. 
D 2 'Tis 


6 (28 ) p 
"Fis very apparent, ſome prelume 
na Ay. Conſcience as real- 
ly they have none. By their Fruits 
you may know them. When you ſee 
a Man ſcrupulons at an' innocent 
Ceremony, bowing at the name of 
Feſws, kneeling at the Sacrament, 
G&c-and yet make no Conſcience 
to lye, to deceive, to” ſpeak evil of 
Digmties, to be drunk, to commit 
uncleannefs : you'may well conclude 
that Mans ſcrupulocity proceeds 
not from Conſcience | properly ſo 
called] but from. erronious Fancy ; 
and this is that our pretended con- 
{ciencious Schifmaticks,| who diſturb 
the Peace of our Church) are poſ- 
feſled off. Indeed he is not a good 
Chriſtian who is not conſcious of his 
Failings, and Aberrations, and doth 
not: earneſtly beſeech a Pardon for 
Chriſts ſake, with ſtrong cryes, pray- 


CIS, 


_—_ (29) x 
ers, and Tears, wherewith God 'is 

well pleaſed to be importun'd. But 
a Man may as"-eatily- ſee "the: diffe- 
rence between theſe twoas between a 
real Monarch and a perſonated 
King, on a Stage : The one cryes 
out againſt '.$72 ; the other againſt 
Superſtition' and Idolatry,nicknaming 
Decency and Order. The counterfeit 
Conſcience ishateful to-the true God; 
theunfeigned: is. his Delight ;-and 
the gracious Redeemer of mankind 
will wipe away all Tears from ſuch : 
they ſhall: ſee their Obligation'ean+ 
cell'd, their Debt paid ;- for the' Blood 
of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth them from all 
$79 'But the/Wicked are:condem- 
ned by theif Conſcience: Theit ſecret 
Faults, whereof they would' take no 
Cognizance, when it might be'ad- 
vantagious to them, ] their lying m 
wait for Blood, their private lurking 


in. * 


| (39) 
in thieviſh Corners, theis ſecret. (lan- 
dets, thew Covetouſnefs, their Re- 
bellion, coveted over with a:faper- 
ficial Holineſs ;: all theſe, and _ 
ſoever elſe they are "guilty of, are 
well known to Conſcience; and.it 
wall accuſe, and' condemn then. - 
'Fhus'I have briefly thew'd, that 
the wicked have no Peace with God 
nor. with Men, nor among . them- 
ſelyes, nor in thew own Conſtiences. 
For tho' for a time, they may feem 
quiet, they are not peaceable, 'tis 0n- 
ly: froni'carnal | ſecutity. I ſhall noiv 
cend to ſome pradtical Concluſt- 
ONS. 

Firſt-we may conclude, that Sin m 
the Habit Without Bemozlſe ; | which 
amounts to Wickedneſs | inevitably 
dzings Milery.n9 Peace | conſequently 
Warguine to the Wicked. Yet becauſe 
Sentence again an Evil Work is 


not 


EC: | 

wot executed ſpeedily ; therefore the ...; 1, 
Hearts of the Sous of Men are fully 

fet 'in them to do evid, But 1t ſhall 

mt be; well with the Wicked'," net- 

ther ſhall he prolong bs days.” The * 
wicked Man [betauſe he k not pre- 
fently ſtruck with a Thunderbolt] 
Fancies that Gad takes no notice 

of his a&tions, and will not puniſh 

him for thay theſe | things "hail 

tu done and F tept' filexce: thou 

thoughteſt that | was altogether ſuch 

done 45 thy felf , but 'T will e 

thee, and ſet them® in "Order ON roam 59. 24, 
thine Eyes. Now conſider this yee 
that forget God, yee that approve, 
and careſs your {elves many known 
ſin , whether concupiſcerice/Arutik- 
enneſs, raſh \wearmg,diſobedience to) 
Governours , or. deceit and' frand. 
Confider this yee that ſpeab of goo, 
evil and of evil good, ' that' give baſe 
Schiſmn, 


(32) 
.Schiſng, and ungodly Rebellion, the 
\gloriqus, Title of: Religion; 2nd-the 
\trus Watſhip,, and Seryiceof God, the 
- ignominious name of Superſtition : 
.yee put Light for Darkne/s,and Dark- 
nels for: L1ght.\; Yee can have no 
Veare;God will Waragainſt you, he 
will break youjin/ pieces while there 
[15 none:to.help. | Map; will War a- 
uh ;X@u ; like frage/\, your band 
d1ſh every \Man, and every 
=— ay er 4gatuſt you. Your own 
. Conſcience wall, War againſt you, 
.prafecuts.and, condemn you. You 
thall haye! no Peace. © Conſider how 
tearfula thing it is, to be at var 


anee; With all theſe, and therefore la- 
_bour ito be.at; Peace: with God, and 
-then-what Man? what Angel ? what 
Devil can be againſt you 2? If as yet 
_ \you apprehend him your adyerſary, 
Agree with- him quickly ; "eek him 
ods early 


(33) 
early whilſt he may be faxnd, 82 
him, while he is near; "tis"\wot yet 
too:late :- beſcech. him 'to | forgive 
you your untiphteouſneſs an$to co» 
cover all your Sin, and to be at peacg 
with you through the interceffjon 
of bow blefled Mediator; :{6 thai 
you not only enjoy the unſpeakable 
Bleſſing, The Peace of 'God which 
paſeth| all underfanding. 'But Peace 
with Men. Notonly with good Men, 
who are not apt to be at variance ; 
but even with your Enemies, and 
Peace in your own Conſciences, 
which 'is a:continual Feaft. - But if 
you hpht aganrit Godyby*an vinchaſt 
Converfation, and wicked" !Lge. 4 
thei theLord will fight againſt | 
even with-the. Rod of the ly; 
thoſe:that are as wicked, or nzare 
wicked thins your felvegj-thall'-bo 
E your 
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your Scourges. For we may be 


well affured that if the Wiſe Diſ- 
poſer of all Things, ſhould give 
the Rebel Enemies the ViRory , 
[which God in mercy forbid , I 
hope there is no danger of thens;] 
it 1s not for any love to them, but 
partly. for the Chaſtiſement, and ſo 
tor. the amendment of Gods: erring 
and ſtraying Servants; and partly, 
that the Wicked being promoted., 
may, have the greater Downfal. 


Secondly, We may conclude that; 
Theonly way to obtain Peace, is to vg 
Righteouſneſs. Men generally. re- 
ard their own advantage, what 
more forceable inducement to per- 
ſwade Men to be juſt, good , 
meek ,. religious than/ this 2 This 

| gr cat 
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oreat bleſfing Peace, is the portion, 
the inheritance of the Righteous ; 
wherefore th: wicked intermeddle 
notinit. Peace is Gods Creature. 
F create the fruits of the Lips, Peace, 
Peace. As in this Chap. he can con» 
vert curling Traytors and Rebells: 
and make cruel E/au- dillolve into 
Tears-in his Brothers Boſom,whom 
he had vowed to kill. Ina word, 
the only way to wound our Ene- 
mies is to mortitie our ſelves; fo 
{hall Sinners be converted-unto us :: 
ſo ſhall God. even-our God, give us 
his Bleffing': the Blefling ofa [{t-- 
ble Peace ; the Blefſing of Plenty 
all good things ſhall be miniftred unto 
5 in this Life, and after this Warfair: 
is ended, he who is the Prince of 
Peace will Crown'us with Vidory:. 
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